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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


a. Vhe follewing four installations are subdivisions of the Serum-Werk VERB 
Dessau: 


&. The main institute is in Dessau (N51.50,E12.15}, about 200 meters 
west of the Dessau main railroad station, at # 3 Seminerpistz at: 
Td 


the junction of Seminarplatz, scmetimes called Rerzogin Marie Platy 
end Jahnstrasse 


bo. The quarantine station snd sna}.l-animal, breeding station is in the 
Luisium in Dessau-Waidersee. about 3 hilometers from the center of 
the city. 


c, The department for the production of immunizing sere, i.e. sera from 
horses. ¢ 9 ttie and sheep, is in Tornau ver der Elbe, with whouts 2006 
morgens-— of Parm land attached to it. 


ad, The preduction department for red mecrgin (erysipelas} serum Prom 
pigs is on the Rottenau farm, Pore shy called the Knobleuchhof, 
3 kilometers fron Loburg (N52.07,812.0h. in she Magdeburg district 
about £5 kilometers frem Dessau: a tote: of 4000 morgen of agricul- 
turally-used ground surrounds this departmen,. 


2. The chemical factory in Bernburg (N5SL.UP, E2a.44), the se-called "Studi cpanshale”, 
study institute, was given to the Pharma VVB in 1950 or 1951 by the Serum-Werk 
The Pharma VVB immediately turned this instaliation over te ona co? the sevecal. 
chenienl-pharmaceutical pi ants (Gervos, Halls, or other} then under its aduinis- 
traion. 


3. The agricultural establishments in Tornau were returned to the lessor, the State, 
since the agricuitural establishments in Tornan required a yearly subsidy of 
30,000 te 40,000 Fast Marks. 


i. The wain instisute in Dessau is comprised of the following: 


a. i4@ "old building” with a small-anima) heuce and «a nvbilecs room 


b. the annex 
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c. the typhus Pever vaccine building 
ad. the administration boilding 
e. various barracks (mess » meeting and camp berracks} 
The "old nullding", built in 192 to eceommodate a hygienic institute, contains 
3 laboretery aectionn; namely human medicine, veterinery medicive, and chemistry. 


Each floor has « lerge main Laboratory in addition to some emaller laboratcri«s 
and roone for the adrinistration of the respsetive sections, The building coo~ 


lasts of a ground floor and two additional stories as well as a cellar under the 


entire building. The building is approximately 14 meters long and 10 meters wide, 
The cellar is used for the filtration, bottling, snd storage of serumy it houses 
the boller installation, which Is much too small, for builéings 1 and 2. The 
collecting end precessing of retroplacentary serun into "“Bowoseran” tekes place 

on the ground level floor where there are also rooms for testing serum, On the 
second floor are a department for anti-tetanus and anti-diphteria protective 
vaccines, Laboratories for veterinary diagnostics and aneaersbe vaccines for vet- 
erirary medicine. The third floor houses the ccllection of the various productica 
streing of becterla nad laboratories for the differential diegnosisa of the stireins. 
Building 1 wes extansively deetroyed by fire in March i948 but was reconstructed 
in 2946. The equipnert in this building is adequate but nct up-te-dats. The 
leboratories are comparatively emall and the corridors on the gecond and third floor 
ere very narrow. 


The smal. animal house was added to the "old building” in 1950-51, and is about 

12 weters by 6 meters, Dissection of the experimental animale is performed in the 
etlier. The unused experimental animals (the animals kept in stock, the bulk of 
which are in the Luisium) and the animals infected or otherwise gut on teat. ere 
kept. separated from euch other on the ground floor. The second floor houses the 
sneke farn, in which up to 1,300 sand vipers (Vipera ammodytes) and ebout 4 rathie 
shales {Crotalus species) are kept. Vevnom is. collected and processed only for the 
Preparation of the injectable snake venom sclutions used in the treatment ef rheuma- 
tiem (Viprasid} end vor the therapy of epilepsy (Epileptesid}. Snake bite antisera 
are not produced ner is venom furnished to other planta. Phe production af vence 
ie berely sufficient so fulfill the commercial demand. 


The "Nubiloes” room (building 9} was formerly the experimental animal house and is 
about O meters by Y ueters with a basement under only part of the building. ‘The 
ereund fleor {a on the atreet leval and the 2nd floor is used as a fodder roon. 
Until October 1951, the building contained an evaporation installation [2 old- 
fashioned vacuum evaporators) and a small spreying installeticn {‘Nubilosa" 
inetellation}, whieh as far as is known wes used only soccasionslly efter the wer. 
During the war a yean: peptons was produced on e large scale and utilized for the 
Preperation of nutrieut media. This building ¥& situateimuch too close to Building 
1 ard so hampered the passage of passenger cars and trucks that it was echeduled ta 
be torn down in 1952 , 


Building 2, oriented in a north-south direction, was edded to che "old building” in 
1g3¢, because the remiirements for vaccines, demande for which originated chiefly 


“with the Wehrmacht, could no longer be met in the "old building". Building 2 is 


ebout 45 meters long end 10 meters wide.. Exeapt for a few rooms on the ground flosr, 
it wee destroyed by f.re following an air raid on Dessau in March 104%. It was reenn- 
structed in 1946.47 with two suories instead of the three stories it contained prior 
to its destruction. Present use of the building is as followa: cellar-store rceous 


Of various kinds for raw and auxiliary materlels, vaccines and sera for finished 


precucts; ground floor- arrival of goeds, receipt of finished products, roams for 
the plant technologists, and some laboratories; secend flacr- centrel bottle wash- 
ing cepartment for sera and vaccines, sterilization and nutrient medle kitchen for 


1) Dessau departments. Capacity of ths nutrient media kitchen is much too small; 


installation of a large addicional nutrient media kitchen with auxiliary lastalia- 
tions in Building 3 had been planned, On the second floor there are also several 
lsboratories for the production of veterinary vaccines, red murrain cultures, and 
tuberculin. Several Large incubating chambers making mass production possible are 
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iustalled in various cooms on the ground and secernd Picoers. itn the “old puilding’, 
ROHETEE ere only one old, emall incubating chanber and one new, Lerge one. 


oO 


' In the cellar of Butliing 2, @ Low-temperature rafrigeretion erperetus, permitting 
serua purification according to Cohn's method, was to te Injtalled by che end of 
1951. In OGctebder 1951 the lew-temperature refrigeration machine ned already 
arrived end its inetellation ves almost completed. : 


10. Buliting 2 was originally a lerge-dimensiona) luyecut but has oy order of the Seviets 
bean so subdivided that a separate Laborntory is evalleble for almost every vaccine. 
However, Building 2 is not wide enough, the corri¢ours are too narrow end the eeat 
side is not sufficiently protected against the sun. Despite these deficianciee, the 
largest quantities of veccines have so fer been preduced in tiis bulldiag. 


Ll. Typhus fever veecine cuilding, building *, 
typhus fever vaccine and was equipped, in a< a 
sively for baeteriolegical purposes, Buiidi te adver ae tueted as it is 
separated by a public street from the administration oes ang. the buildings Ges~- 
eribed thus far. A heavy traffic of perscns takes place conutinucusly between these 

25X1 two yarts of the plent. Building 3 is 35 meters ling ana scout 

13 meters wide. In 1951-52 it was to be extended end provided with an edditiona} 
storyol F From later information, building 3 is new 45 meters jong, 13) metere wide and 
has a basement, a around floor and, as ae new acditien, a pecead story. The basement 
contaius, in ite northern part, the pharmaceutical department; im the middle, the 
washing installation for the pharmaceutical deneartment, and, since the boiler capacity 
in tae “old building" was nc lenger sufficient, a greatiy expanded beiles insteailation. 
foward the seuth, a large nutrient medie kitchen capable of meeting all requirements 
‘was to be added. The inspection department (chemicat}, the Laboratories for the 
apprentices {oriented along chemical lines} ané some rooms of the research and develop- 
ing devartment ere on the second Pleor toward the east, while toward the weet there 
are geverai bottling and storage reoms. An iaecnee ne oom ia audition te meny emakh 

_ineubsetors end rafrigerators, are also on the second Pioor. 


.cted dn LOLS for the production of 
nea with mm aon principles, axclu- 


2, According to the plane, the production facilities fer red murcein (awine orysipelis) 
adsorbate veccinwe were to be accoumodsted ou the entire tnird Plieer of building =. 
When this depurtment actually cccuples the wacle unper story, it wilL f operated 
the year-round, make posaible the production of were red muvrain adaorbece vaccine 
‘than ig needed in the East Zone. Here the mase cultivetion of bacteria could, if 
necassary, be carried out on © conaiderable scale. 


gest 
nm 


13. On the second Ploer of building 3 is a room with low-temperature refrigeration 
installations of the Mudd and FPlosdor? type, The unite, corresponding to those 
ghown by echematic illustrations in the publications of these authors, were mada 
of giuss. They were not regularly io operation and up te October 195) ne per- 
manent or apecialized operetion of them was provided. Therefore, up to Jetcber 
1951 the vacuum-drying of mages cultures of bacteria would net heve been posmible. 


Ww. Building 2 was not destroyed by the fire which destroyed mucin of Desgau but wes 
demolished by a bomb which had fallen nearby. Building 3 was the first building 
put into cperation after the breakdown. *% wae, end te today, the most modern 
and most effietent building of the Deseau plant. 


25. Connected with butiding 3 by an archway, in which the gateman's epartmert is 
locased, is the workshop vith a garege for five pesaenger cars cx trucks, but 
only 2 or 35 care QM uvollebie at the Institute at this time. 


16. The second sdministration tuilding (building no. &) was aewewl ip 1951 es an 
. adda.ion to the ether buildings. It is a multiple-family vilia, 15 metere by 
8 weters, and bas a small third story. Except for the guard room of the Volksapoitzel 
(scecaptien room) and one visitor's room, all romme are used by acministrative units. 
The offices of the plant manager, deputy plant merager, tachnicel manager, commer 
cial manager, chief accountant, and their secreteries are located on the second Ploor 


of this building. 
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South of building 3 are two militery barracks, each 4o meters in length, waich 
were chietly used for etering raw and auxiliary materials. Old Ssuppiles of serun 
Were etored in concrete-lired aiv reid shelters located here, but there shelters 
pProveé unsuitable for this purpose due to the formation of mould. North ef buiia- 


ing 3 there is a barracks(building no. 5}, 15 by 10 meters, which serves az a 


canteen and a mess hall and is used for meetings; it is to be replaced by 2 


"culture pelace" as soon aa the state vill appropriate the necessary “investment 
reney'. ; 


The qverantine station and smal l-anima) breeding station in the Luisium represents 

the former serum plant of Asid in the yeara 1925 to 1936 and was the former stud 
stables of the Duke of Anhalt. ‘There are accommdation Pactlities for about thirty 
horses in a brick stable and for about one hundred mere in severel barracks, Further- 
nore, there is a brick stable used aa @ brweding station for guinea plgs, rabbits, 

end mice. There ere sixty-six morgens (eighteen hectares} of meadews around the 
instellation. The plans is capable of producing serum, including the production «f . 
cuitures anc contains jnetallations for the filtration and eterilizetion of the cerm. ”. 
large-scale production of bacterial cultures would not have been possible with the 
inetalletions in use in October 1951. Because af its isslated location occasional 
infectious experiments vith pigs, e.g. hog cholera and, svine erysipeias, are carried 
Gut in the Luieiun. 


The production departaent for immunizing sera from horses, cettle, end sheep at 
Tornau-on-Elbe is located 300 mesere north of the Tornau station #% the state road 
from lessau te Magdeburg and consists of 2 tracts of bet toe agricultural 
or ferm tract andthe production department tract. Beth 
tracts of bulldinge ere seperated from each other. Coascruction of the secun 
gtation was started shortly befere and: completed during World War II. The serum 
station was comprised of one stone barracks with an operating room aod a11 the 
necesrery roome for the production of vaccine, serum evaluation, and serum pro- 
duction; one stone barracks for the digsection of large enimels, and five atooe 
barracks (some of then very Largs} in which altegether up to five hundred iarge 
animale could be kept. Two of these barracks were Gestroyed at the end of the war, 


25X1 


but there are still accommodation facilities for about two hundred and fifty horses 


or cattle and a nerd of reams. 


Fohiewiug the detection of contagiovs anemia emong the gsalid-hceofed snimais in the 


Dessan plact (Tornau and Luisium} in 1947, at which time all the horses bad te be 
finughtered , the Soviets ordered the splitting up of the large general herse 
Stables into small stables. These emall stables were to be separated from each 
other with regard to the contre] of contagious diseasee end were each to have 
accomodation facilities for enly eight horses. The elteration of the buildings | 
bas bewn carried out, In eddition, ali passages had to be provided with concrete 
coverings. 


Gaken as 4 whele, the Yornau serum station is probably the one with the greatest 


capacity anc, apart from the installations on Riems Island, the most modern in 
mast Germany. 


There was never any large-scale oreduction of bacteria or virus in Tornau prior 
to Octeber, 1951. However, the installations could readily be adapted for thie 
purpose . 


During the wer bacteriological work was conducted in the distillery in the south 
‘react of the Tornau farn. After the war, hewever, the intericr equipment was . 
remeverd . 


She sicck ef animels in Tornau in 1951 wea about the following: a nexiaun. 


-number of one hundred horses for diphteria and tetenus, and only = few horses 


for teeting each ene of the following sera: (coli, paratypbhoid enteritis, 
pyerepticum viscosum, aad various cther sera; a maximun nunber of twenty-five 
cattle for testing the sane kinds of serum, and fifty sheep for testing diphtheria 
BeruM . 
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A large farm at Rotteneu (near Leburg) wae aesigned to Asid by the Soviets in 
1986 with the task of producing immunizing serum agairc: Schveinepest {hog 
cholera) for German farus under Soviet administration. To accomplish this Asid 
built on this farm a completely lactated and fensed-in pearum production plant 
with its own slaughterhouse. The cost was ebout 360,000 Reich Marks, {See 


The discontinuance of the order after about i4 years j2ft Agid with the prob- 
lem of finding some other function for the plant, which was set-up primerily 
fer the prophylactic immunization of pigs with horee serum. Through the out- 
treek of infectious anetila among the horses, a very ccvera shortage of red 
murrain serum cecurred, but sines the price ef the scum did not matter, the 
praduction of pig iumuni zing serum egainst red wurrsin was initiated. Prior to 
October 1951, about 14,9000 liters had been produced and a production of about 
6,000 liters per year was possible. 


The serum plant condhsted ef one sual] laberstory Duiiding, an annex to the 
mansion house, in which the cultures for the immusization were prepared, It 

&ise contained ont operating reem for the simulta.vous bloeoed-withdrawal and 
immunization of ae many as five pigs, several large pig pens accomucdating about 
6ix hundred pigs taking part in the immunizetion pitcecure, one siaughterlac OOM » 
end one meat packing plant. 


2951. 


She farm cooperated with the seruia plant by furnishing fodder end by participating 
in the breeding of pigs. 


[JRottenaa is uneuited for conversion ato a lerge-scale bacterlolegi- 
cal pisnt, but it would not be difficult to produce ichweinepest virus there on a 
Aarge sca.e and if the oecessary drying equipment were installed, to dry and store it. 


Tt follows therefore that in the case of necessity, Byullding 3 and possibly ales 
Building 2 would be suited for the preoaration af bactiria cultures. As of 1951, 
however, the drying inateliations wers not sufficient for mass production. A pre- 
requisite for such a production would be the perfect vorking of the high-pressure 
ateam boilers, without which the necassary Large aquantiites of ageatsa grown upon 
nutrient media cnuld net be preduceti. 


During World War ZI virus propegation on eggs wes tracti:ed on & large scale in 
Bullding 3. | py insteLiing Intecticu traps end incubators 
thie preduction cauld o@ #tar again at any time, 


for the preduction of virus from animale the Rottenau 
serum station. is best auited on account ef its tesleled location and ite large 
size. However,[ sino: dadicetions thet sich preduction was plsnned. 


The production progrem of the Serun-Werk VEB Dessau reneins much the same as it 
nas been aver the past twa decades. As fer as is known, new preparations, with 
the exception of red murrain Al(OH} adscrbate vaccine, have not been added since 
Seteber 1951. Purified tuberculin preparations vers already completely developed 
orlor to that. time and acheduled Zor production. Frediction of a protective 
vacelne ageinet atypicel Gefluegeipest (New Castie’s d sease in poultry} by the 
Traub process had been taken over by the Riews Tsiand [xoperimeatal Station prior 
to 1952. Otherwise, the preduction program and the teshnological situation in 
Ostober 195) corresponded to the situation of about 2935. New developments of a 
netewerthy character and virue research work vere not being conducted. 


Typhus. virus hae net been worked with since 1945 enc influenze virus only for 
@ short time when an influenza epidemic was allegedly underway. An anti- 


influenza veceination using the Professer Herzberg - Vveccine was to be manufactured 
but the production of this vaccine was not possible. 
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Eivided inte principal products, the production of the Desseu serua plant in 195) 
comprised: a , : 
af 


{a} Immunizing Sera, mest of them not purified, against diphtheria and tetanus; 
(pb) Retroplecentary serum, not purified (Howoseven )3 


{fe} Plasma preparations for tie transfusion af blood, if eny, {on ao small scale 
only}; 


‘g} Aluminum hydroxide veccines against diphtheria, tetanus, aud seariet fever; 
le) Vaccines ageinst typhoid and paratyphoid B, whooping cough, and goverrhea 
(f} Veterinary sera and veterinary vaccines; 


{g) Solutions of the hormone of the posterior lobe of the pituitary gland, on 
@ enell scale; 


(nr) Tubereulines (purified) and diagnostic tuberculia ointments. 


Aptibictice were uot given out for veterinary medicios purpeses up to Octover 
1952 but preliminary negotiations with Jenapharm had been conducted for this 
purpese. Since depot drugs are necessary for veterinary medicine and Jenafharna 
did not preduce enough precaine penicillin, the Tesoau gerum tlant did not give 
cut even one mega of paniciliin to the veterinarians of East Germany until lete 
1051. Streptomycin and avreomycin ere scarcely available for humans and cannot 
aven be considered for the treatment of animais. 


The preduction capacity of the Dessau plant is limited both from the standpoint 
ot supply and from the svandpeint of the purchasers, The situetion wes such that 
when a particuler kind of serum or vaccine was needed, the necessary raw and 
auxiliary naterials fhorseé, agar, meat! could net be procurad in time hence tae 
physicians and veterinarians resorted to some other meaus. After production sad 
started, the specialized demand frequently vanished because the need no longer 
existed, and it became difficult to seli the materiais. : 


the size of the installations and the existence of a lerge 
staff of nore or less well-trained, competent personne.. vould, with proper 
managenent and with the avallability of the necessary raw and suxiliery materials, 


make posgible a very large production, During World War TI the Asid Serum Institute 


produced a considerable part of all vaccines required by the Wehrmacht with much 
stalle: installations than the ones available ‘olay. 


Avy estimates would of necevsity De Inaccurate. 


duetion ceuld prebably be increased ta several tines ths present amount without 
aiffioulty. 


&% the present time the or mm of the Dessau plant in in many regards unsetis- 


factory and insufficient. 
In avy case, up to October 1951 gaps in the supply were the rule rather then tne 


exception, 


Up to that time production difficulties at the gerun plant in Dessau repeatedly 
enused shart ente between the plant manager and the technics], ganager, 


nes changed over to Riems {siand, preduction 
ot know who the present technical 


[| Comments: 


L: According to the U.S. Army Air Forcas Dictionary, ony morgen of land is 


equal te 0.85 ecres, in the south of Germany; und 0.63) scres, in the north. 
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efter the departure of Dr. Ueinig, who, according 
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‘The "Ricktfest" 7 & feast customarily given to German workmen when the 


frevevork of © SUiiding is completed, took place in mid-summer 1952. 


A brief blograpay ef Dr. Kurt Herzberg is given by Kuerschuer's in 
eoluma 792. - 


In the United Stetes ell sera offered commercially are purified, in 
Western Eurepe 50% of thet offered commercially may be purified, whereas 
in Eastern Europe ne attempt appears to be made to purify the sera. 
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